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Town of Milton 
Milton Solar LLC – 209 Stone Church Rd  
Area Variance Application        Page 2 Answers 
 
The small degree of relief now sought on parcel 176.-2-21 parcel will cause no detrimental impacts on 
health, safety and welfare of the neighborhood because the project is a ground mounted solar project. 
Solar projects do not pose an impact to neighbors’ health. The project will have its own fence around the 
project area to prevent anyone who is not meant to work at the site from being there. 
 
The benefit to the applicant is simply that the applicant would very much prefer to go forward with the 
project on this site, as the site is properly zoned for the use. This application arises from the need to 
correctly configure the permitted use on the specific parcel of land. Not every parcel that is properly zoned 
for the use can be used for the permitted use. The location of the permitted use on the specific site is 
dictated by exposure to the sun, utility interconnection, wetlands and need for visual screening. Therefore, 
many properly zoned sites are in general not suitable for the permitted use and further, suitable sites, like 
the present, sometimes need slight relief from application of the Code in order to allow proper 
configuration. More specifically, in this case, absent the relief now sought the cost of the interconnection 
may very well remain too great to proceed with the project at this time. 
 
Specific requests for the site 
A minor increase in the ground coverage ratio to 18.15% from the permitted 10% on 176.-2-21 parcel is 
needed, to enable screening of the project from the road and the neighborhood, avoid the utility 
easement and maintain distances between the rows for shading. These issues prevent the intended use, 
absent the relief sought. 
 
The rest of the 176.-2-21 parcel, so 4.8 acre, will remain with the current landowner to connect this parcel 
to the Southern 176.-2.20 parcel, from the same landowner and which currently is landlock, through a 
right of way below a National Grid (NGRID) transmission line. The current landowner, with the assistance 
of Atlas, has already initiated the contacts with NGRID to receive such a right of way 
 
The NGRID right of way to connect parcels 176.-2.-21 and 176.-2-20 will result in a 30 ft width right of way 
instead of the 50 ft right of way as per the Town of Milton request. 
 
Relief from Hardship 
The reasons why the relief is sought are peculiar to this site, as the property does not meet the current 
zoning ground coverage ratio for solar of 10% when considering the design goals described in above. 
 
No Detriment to Surrounding Neighborhoods 
The surrounding neighborhoods consist of open land (Northern side), a NGRID transmission line (Southern 
side) and residential homes (Eastern side). The slight variation of the adjustment of the area will not be 
apparent to the surrounding neighborhoods. No impact and no detriment to physical environment by 
virtue of the 8.15% area adjustment. The SEQRA answers remain essentially the same: there is no 
significant or meaningful environmental impact by virtue of a grant of the relief. 
 
The project achieves the following community benefits: 

 The project will allow residents to access clean renewable energy at a discount. 
 The project will add to the tax base without stressing town resources. 
 No added students in school 
 No long term traffic increases 
 No water resources used 
 Net benefit to the electrical infrastructure 
 Limits the size of the permitted scrap metal recycling operation that is existing. 




